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P R OCEEDI NG S

THE COURT: Hello, Counsel. This is Judge McCafferty,
and we've got our court reporter here and ny law clerk and a
coupl e of interns.

This, for the docket, is In Re: Atrium Medical Corp.

C-Qur Mesh Products Liability Litigation, and it is MDL Docket

Nunber 16-nd-02753-LM and we are here for the April 18 status
conf erence.

| have | ooked at the Joint Agenda, and it doesn't
appear to contain much in the way of disputes that | need to
resol ve.

And what | think 1'Il do is go ahead and | et counsel,
| ead counsel, introduce thenselves, spell your |ast nane for
our court reporter; and if you do end up speaking during the
conference identify yourself before you begin speaking so the
court reporter knows who is speaking; and if you would nute
your phones and under no circunstances put your phone on hol d.

Ckay. So, let's identify ourselves for the court
reporter, and then we'll get through the status conference |
think fairly swiftly.

Go ahead, Attorney Oent.

MR, ORENT: (Good afternoon, your Honor. Jonathan
Oent for the plaintiffs.

M5. LOARY: Attorney Susan Lowy for the plaintiffs.

M5. SCHI AVONE: Anne Schi avone for the plaintiffs.
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M5. AYTCH  Good afternoon. Attorney Enjolique Aytch,
A-y-t-c-h, for the defendants.

M5. ARMSTRONG  Good afternoon. Katherine Arnstrong
for defendants.

MR. CHABOT: (Good afternoon. Attorney Chabot for the
def endants, C h-a-b-o-t.

THE COURT: Al right. It appears as though that is
everyone. So, | amlooking at the agenda, and Item| you're
pl acing on the record certain information, and Itens |-A and
|-B. |Is there anything else that needs to be added to that for
t he record?

MR ORENT: Your Honor, Jonathan Orent for the
plaintiffs. Just that we have, since the tine of the filing of
this, received dates for a nunmber of the individuals that were
unscheduled. So, | just wanted to advise the Court that the
| oop has been cl osed on sone but not all of those fol ks. So,
we' re maki ng progress there as far as |-A goes.

THE COURT: Al right. Excellent.

Al right. Item Agenda Nunber 11, Pending Mdtions.

It appears as though on ItemlI-A there's sone di spute about
plaintiffs' intent to use expert witnesses with respect to the
personal jurisdiction argunent, and it seens as though perhaps
you're going to be able to work that issue out, and that seens
i ke one that counsel should be able to work out w thout ne

getting involved, and that is ny hope.
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I1-B, those are the |list of pending notions, and those

are being worked on as we speak.

And Item Agenda Il are a list of your outstanding
neet - and-confer issues. Wth respect to 1 -- | understand
I11-1, 111-2. As soon as you do file a formal notion and

formalize the new deadlines, the Court will favorably entertain
that joint notion.

And then the questioning at physician depositions. It
appears, I11-3, you have worked that out to your satisfaction,
which is good. And then you continue to neet and confer, which
is al so good.

| s there anything el se under Agenda ItemIl1 that
anyone needs to put on the record?

M5. ARMSTRONG  Your Honor, this is Katherine
Arnmstrong. | just want to back up, if | could, to Itemll-A
the Pending Mbtions. On the issue of the expert w tnesses,
think where we are is that we have reached sone agreenents on
timng, but as to the issue of whether they should be all owed
to designate experts or not, we do not have agreenent on them
and we've exchanged initial position papers. | think
plaintiffs in our schedule still are able to submt a reply
paper to us.

But what we would |like to do is, once we have the
exchange of position papers conpleted, to submt those to the

Court and request a hearing on the issues, if the Court desires
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to have a hearing.
THE COURT: Ckay. Al right. Well, hopefully, this

wi Il be worked out by counsel. |, obviously, don't know the

specifics, but I can recall generally that when this issue was

raised with respect to the defendants' experts, the Court
wasn't particularly inpressed with the need for expert

wi t nesses, but the Court wasn't going to exclude the expert
wi tnesses; and | think, all things being equal, nmy guess is I
woul d permt plaintiffs to use experts as well, even though

don't think there's a great need for experts on either side.

But, again, I"'mnot in the weeds on II-A. M/ hope i
that the parties will be able to work that issue out.
So, anything else under Il or 1117

MR. ORENT: Not for the plaintiffs, your Honor.

THE COURT: Defense?

M5. ARMSTRONG. Not for defendants, your Honor.

THE COURT: Well, this was a fairly swift status
conf erence.

So, it looks like we've got dates, | think, in June
for the hearing; is that right?

M5. ARMSTRONG  Your Honor, we think the dates are
going to be different dependi ng upon how this expert issue is
resol ved.

THE COURT: Al right. Then, |I'mjunping the gun.

t hought there was sonme sort of agreenent that this hearing

S
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woul d take place in June,

but, if not, sonetinme in August, |

think. But I'msure you'll let nme know what date you' ve agreed

anong yoursel ves, as wel |l

as with Donna, so we will hopefully

get it on schedule relatively soon.

Al right. Anything further?

MR. ORENT: Not for the plaintiffs, your Honor.

M5. ARMSTRONG. Not for defendants, your Honor.

THE COURT: Excellent. Al right. | wll speak to

you at the next status conference. Thank you all. Court is

adj our ned.

(WHEREUPQN, the proceedings adjourned at 2:13 p.m)
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