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Most Recent Summaries

US v. Giggey

August 14, 2017

Sentencing, Criminal Law & Procedure

(United States First Circuit) - Affirming the imposition of a 72 month sentence in the case of the
prosecution of a defendant for possession with intent to distribute and conspiracy to distribute
synthetic cathinones, commonly called 'bath salts," because the reference to the sentencing
guidelines for methcathonine, the most closely related drug on the table, was not a clear error.
Keep Reading

US v. Buffis

August 14, 2017

Criminal Law & Procedure

(United States First Circuit) - Affirming the conviction of a town's former chief of police, who
complained that his receipt of $4,000 from the proprietors of a brothel in exchange for halting a
prostitution prosecution wasn't extortion since they were glad to pay, but the court held that
duress is not an element of Hobbs Act extortion.

US v. Olson

August 14, 2017

Securities Law, Sentencing, Criminal Law & Procedure

(United States First Circuit) - Affirming the 60-month sentence, the top of the guideline for the
conviction, and $23 million order of restitution in a securities and tax fraud prosecution of an
unlicensed trader because the sentence was not unreasonable.

US v. Pagan Walker

August 11, 2017

Sentencing, Criminal Law & Procedure

(United States First Circuit) - Affirming the imposition of a 60 month sentence for the possession
of a firearm by a convicted felon where the accused entered into a plea agreement and their
offense level suggested a guideline range of 30 to 37 months because the court's failure to
provide a written statement of their reasoning in imposing the sentence was not a procedural
error and its rejection of mitigating factors and weight given to the need for deterrence were not
substantive errors.
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