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U.S. 1st Circuit Case Summaries

US v. Morel

March 16, 2018

Sentencing, Criminal Law & Procedure

(United States First Circuit) - Affirming the convictions of two defendants for conspiracy and
multiple counts of fraud based on their participation in a multi-year tax fraud scheme that
resulted in sentences of three years in prison each.

US v. Sabean

March 16, 2018

Sentencing, Criminal Law & Procedure

(United States First Circuit) - Affirming a jury conviction of a dermatologist for tax evasion,
distributing Ambien, Xanax and other controlled substances, and health care fraud incident to the
man's incestuous relationship with his daughter because no prejudice or other error was present
in the lower court's decision.

Lopez Lopez v. Sessions

March 16, 2018

Immigration Law

(United States First Circuit) - Denying the petition for review of a Guatemalan national of the
denial of asylum and other forms of relief against removal because the applicant failed to
establish a nexus between his alleged persecution and a statutorily protected ground in a case
where the applicant spoke of threats from drug traffickers that plagued his village.

US v. Sarmiento Palacios

March 16, 2018

Sentencing, Criminal Law & Procedure

(United States First Circuit) - Vacating the sentence of a man convicted under the Maritime Drug
Law Enforcement Act because Amendment 794 of the US Sentencing Commission Guidelines
was retroactive and he needed to be resentenced under the amended guidance.

US v. Garay Sierra

March 16, 2018

Criminal Law & Procedure, Sentencing

(United States First Circuit) - Affirming a prison term imposed for a firearm charge following an
appeal remand for resentencing in a case that was the subject of multiple appeals.
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