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U.S. 1st Circuit Case Summaries

US v. Handa

June 8, 2018

Constitutional Law, Criminal Law & Procedure

(United States First Circuit) - Affirming the dismissal of an added charge in a superseding
indictment on Sixth Amendment speedy trial grounds because the speedy trial clock starts from
the filing of the original indictment in the case of a man whose bankruptcy led to his commission
of wire fraud, flight from the country, and the filing of additional charges during the long period
in which government agents arrange for him to return to the country for prosecution.

Caraballo-Caraballo v. Correctional Administration

June 8, 2018

Civil Rights, Civil Procedure, Labor & Employment Law

(United States First Circuit) - Affirming the district court grant of summary judgment as to
hostile work environment and retaliation claims by a female Puerto Rico Corrections Department
employee who was transferred and replaced by male employees but vacating and remanding the
summary judgment as to a disparate treatment claim because the court used an erroneous
interpretation of caselaw to prohibit the plaintiff from relying on evidence relating to
qualifications as an element of her prima facie case.

US v. Rivera-Hernandez

June 8, 2018

Sentencing, Criminal Law & Procedure

(United States First Circuit) - Affirming district court's decision to depart from a plea agreement
in imposing an upward departure from the guideline range, rather than the bottom-of-the-range
sentence, in the case of a man who pled guilty to transporting child pornography because the
court was not bound to the plea agreement's terms and attacks on the guidelines themselves were
of no avail.

Doe v. Trustees of Boston College

June 8, 2018

Education Law, Contracts

(United States First Circuit) - Vacating in part and affirming in part the dismissal on summary
judgment of a suit brought by an anonymous boy and his parents against Boston College and its
officials relating to an Administrative Hearing Board determination that he had been responsible


http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/scripts/browse.pl?court=1st

for indecent assault and battery, affirming the dismissal of most claims, but vacating a breach of
contract claim as to disciplinary proceedings and a basic fairness claim.

US v. Laureano-Perez

June 8, 2018

Sentencing, Criminal Law & Procedure

(United States First Circuit) - Affirming a sixty month sentence and random drug testing in the
subsequent supervised release period in the case of a man convicted of drug and weapons
charges because both the upward departure and the drug testing conditions were reasonable and
were considered by the court prior to imposition.

US v. Robles-Pabon

June 8, 2018

Sentencing, Criminal Law & Procedure

(United States First Circuit) - Vacating and remanding for resentencing a drug and arms case in
which the defendant's trial counsel failed to detect the possibility of an extra level decrease in
which government counsel conceded the extra decrease would be justified.



