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Having used my IPad in several trials over the last 12 months, I have 

discovered inconsistent presentation hardware in the courtrooms and thought I 

would put this memo together to help solve some of the problems I found.  I am 

happy to answer any questions you have after reading this memo. 

The following items are essential tools for using your IPad in a courtroom or for 

other presentations.  Before running out to buy everything on this list consider 

where and how you want to use the IPad.  The following pages show basic set-

ups for different uses – Wired Courtroom with fixed IPad; Wired courtroom with 

mobile IPad; Situation where you need to bring in projector (wireless); Situation 

where there is an HD TV Monitor that you can use (wireless).  The wireless set-

ups assume that you are creating your own private network inside the room.  If 

you intend to work off an existing wireless network, you will not need the 

Airport Express, however, this is not recommended due to security and 

stability issues. 

 IPad 30 pin to VGA -- $29 

 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/
mailto:cairns@gcglaw.com


This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NoDerivs 3.0 Unported License 
and credit should be given to R. Matthew Cairns, Concord, New Hampshire, USA. 

 

30 Pin Digital AV Adapter -- $39 

                              

Kanex ATV Pro HDMI to VGA Adapter with sound -- $59.95 (Apple Store) 

Apple Airport Express Base -- $99 

 Apple TV -- $99 
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HDMI to HDMI cable -- $20 

Projector with HDMI input – About $500+ 
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Courtroom or Presentation Room Configurations 

Wired Courtroom with fixed IPad 

   

 

Wired Courtroom with Wireless IPad (USDC NH Set-up) 

 

Kanex Adapter + Apple TV 

  

  or  

 

Court Video 

Connection 

 

 

Court VGA 

Video 

Connection 
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Situation where you need to bring in projector (wireless) 

 

 

 

 

 

Hardwired Option – not recommended 

If you had a really long HDMI or VGA cord (depending on what input 
your projector takes), you could connect your IPad directly to the projector 
using the appropriate cord and the IPad 30 pin to VGA or the 30 Pin Digital AV 

adapter.  This would likely be awkward in court or your presentation room. 
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Situation where there is an HD TV Monitor (wireless) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hardwired Option – not recommended 

If you had a really long HDMI cord, you could connect your IPad directly 
to the TV using the cord and the 30 Pin Digital AV adapter.  This would likely 

be awkward in court or your presentation room. 
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Configuration Issues 

In order to create your own wireless network, you will need to configure both 

your Airport Express and your Apple TV, and your IPad. 

First, set up your Airport Express 

 Follow the set-up instructions in the manual for IOS device so that you 

can use your IPad for the set-up.. 

o You will have to decide whether you want it to be able to access 

the internet, or simply run as its own network “off the grid.”  

IMHO – I have found that not being connected to the internet is 

cleaner and more stable.  (If you need to access the internet, you 

can do it through your 3G IPad and mirror it via the Apple TV.) 

o You should password protect the network 

o It is also best to give the network a professional name so that it 

will be easily recognizable when you are searching for it on your 

IPad. 

Second, for the Apple TV follow these Steps: 

 Hook the Apple TV up to a monitor or the HDMI enabled projector and 

plug both into an outlet 

 Follow the set-up instructions that will appear on the Monitor through 

the projector.  (If your monitor is old school, you may need to use the 

Kanex adapter to connect the Apple TV to the monitor). 

o Using the clicker, work through the menus to configure the Apple 

TV to recognize your new Airport Express network.   

 You will have to input your password 

o Adjust screen saver to maximum time 

Third, set-up your IPad 

 In Settings  

o Turn on WiFi 

 Select your Airport Express network and enter password 

 Go to Home Screen 

o Double tap home button and One finger swipe to the right 

o Select the airplay button   

o Select Apple TV and turn mirroring on 

 this will mirror everything so be careful about your home screen content!! 
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